34:8	meister's apprenticeship.
How gladly did I now see God in nature, when I bore him
with such certainty within my heart! How interesting to me was
his handiwork; how thankful did I feel that he had pleased to
quicken me with the "breath of his mouth!
"We again had hopes that my sister would present us with a
boy; her husband waited anxiously for that event, but did not live
to see it. He died in consequence of an unlucky fall from horse-
back ; and my sister followed him, soon after she had brought
into the world a lovely boy. The four orphans they had left I
could not look at but with sadness. So many healthy people had
been called away before poor sickly me; might I not also have
blights to witness among these fair and hopeful blossoms? I
knew the world sufficiently to understand what dangers threaten
the precarious Breeding of a child, especially a child of quality;
and it seemed as if, since the period of my youth, these dangers
had increased. I felt that weakly as I was, I could not be of much,
perhaps of any service to the little ones; and I rejoiced the more
on finding that my uncle, as indeed might have been looked for,
had determined to devote his whole attention to the education of
these amiable creatures. And this th£y doubtless merited in every
sense; they were handsome, and with great diversities, all pro-
mised to be well-conditioned, reasonable persons.
Sinc§ my worthy Doctor had suggested it, I loved to trace out
family likenesses among our relatives and children. My father
had carefully preserved the portraits of his ancestors, and got his
own and those of his descendants drawn by tolerable masters;
nor had my mother and her people been forgotten. We accurately
knew the characters of all the family; and as we had frequently
compared them with each other, we now endeavoured to discover
in the children the same peculiarities outward or inward. My
sister's elder son, we thought, resembled his paternal grandfather,
of whom there was a fine youthful picture in my uncle's collection:
he had been a brave soldier; and in this point too the boy took
after him, liking arms above all things, and busying himself with
them whenever he paid me a visit. For my father had left a very
pretty armory; and the boy got no rest till I had given him a
pair of pistols and a fowling-piece, and he had learned the proper
way of using them. At the same time, in his conduct or bea
there was nothing like rudeness: far from that, he was
meek and sensible.
The elder daughter had attracted my especial love; of which

